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Session Recording 


During this meeting agreed to recap Faith actors’ participation, contribution and 
perspectives on the deliberations and outcomes of the COP held on 24 November 2022, 
UNEP Faith for Earth was pleased to hear very thoughtful and practical recommendations 
from representatives of FBOs that were present. In summary, they are as follows. 


1 


. UNEP Faith for Earth presented what has and has not been achieved as outcomes 


of COP 27. The facts mentioned in the presentation cannot be easily found 
anywhere and it is great to share it with the faith actors. Presentation can be found 
on this link . 


. There were several comments made about the participation of faith actors, notably 


that the fuel lobbyists outnumbered the collective faith delegation markedly 
(Yonatan). 


. Faith actors need to look inward and measure and rectify their contribution to 


climate change (Don) 


. There is a need for more robust engagement with a proposal to join advocacy 


efforts of other groups like the nuclear disarmament coalition (Richard). 


. There were suggestions for a Faith Pavilion to facilitate the said engagement 


(Yonatan, Richard, Matthias, Fachruddin, Rachel, Henrik) to mobilize different actors 
within the faith community. 


. Acall to engage high-level faith scholars and leaders (Fachruddin) to which lyad 


reiterated the intention of Faith for Earth to do so for COP 28 and beyond. 


. Look at not only on Climate Change issues, but to connect them to other 


environmental crises such as biodiversity and pollution (Elizabeth) 


. There is a need to start from today in preparing for COP 28 and other COPs for real 


influence or change: 
a. with the decision makers . 

i. Need to be aware and engaged on a national level ie, what are the 
countries NDCs and where are leaders failing short-focus advocacy 
efforts there (Rachel). 

ii. how can we identify and mobilize people of faith already in leadership 
positions and closer to negotiations (Rachel). 

iii. Push for faith actors as part of national delegations (Rachel) 

iv. Influence the agenda before the current COP (Dinesh) 

v. political lobby and faith leaders on a national level through “Letter 
Diplomacy” but also with encouragement and inspirational ideas 
(Matthias). 
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vi. prepare priority lists with key messages, expectations (Matthias). 
vii. Little policy-influencing can be done at COP need to engage leaders and 
negotiators well in advance (Dinesh, Henrik). 
b. within the interfaith network 
i. information sessions and briefings (Don), 
ii. develop realistic expectations for COP, of what is possible and what is 
not (Grove), 
iii. need decisive action and change so look closely of the event size of the 
delegation and the aims (Grove) 
iv. need for vision and leadership for the impact we want to see (Grove), 
v. need another session to understand how to approach businesses and 
corporations, in-person impact (Grove, Elizabeth). 
vi. Need to reach local audience to inform and influence actors (Grove) 
vii. faith need to look inwards at their own impact (historical and 
environmental) (Don). 


. Proposal for a common prayer place (Richard) 
. especially to heal from trauma climate activists face when they pour their heart out 


and outcomes fall short of their calls/aspiration (Rachel). 


. Call for a collaborative effort with existing mechanisms like the Interfaith Liaison 


Committee (Henrik, Dinesh) 


. Assess the added value of faith contributions (Moral and Spiritual Responsibilities) 


(Henrik) 


. How can faith actors illustrate actions on sustainable future (Henrik) 
. Seek collaboration with existing and emerging alliances and committees not to have 


competing interests within the faith network that may dilute the impact of faith 
engagement (Dinesh). 

Need to think more about the value of interfaith engagement at the Interfaith Liaison 
Committee and bridge the faith-science gap (Henrik) as most of the work needs to 
be done at the capitols and COP as a venue to uplift strategic interfaith standpoints 
(Henrik) 

We need to see faith leaders present however the two main leaders in Egypt were 
not (Nouhad). 

Integration of gender perspectives particularly the value of women faith leadership 
(Aditi). 

Intergenerational dialogue (Natalija) 

We need to address the two groups of people who are separated or connected to 
environmental issues, Behavioral change (Jasnica) 

The reflections from this brief call are very important for creating a follow up 
mechanism, to learn from one another and to prepare for COP15 and other COPs in 
a coordinated manner, indeed towards a clear roadmap (Pradeep) 

It has been suggested and agreed that UNEP Faith for Earth provides a secretariat 
support to the Interfaith Liaison Committee in calling for and convening frequent 
briefings in preparation for COP 28 and present the key substantive points from the 
UN perspective and positions of countries to formulate a faith response. 


Here are the resources shared in the chat: 
Resources 


COP 27 Outcomes Faith for Earth Presentation 

List of Faith-based engagement at COP27 

The Faith for Earth: A Call to Action Book is a good resource 

COP27 ends with announcement of historic loss and damage fund 

COP27 Reaches Breakthrough Agreement on New “Loss and Damage” Fund for 
Vulnerable Countries 

Emissions Gap Report 

Adaptation Gap Report 


best wishes 


